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Abstract 

The linguistic diversity in Bintuni Bay, West Papua, reflects the cultural richness of its people. This study identified seven 

languages spoken by various ethnic communities in the region. Muna is the most widely spoken language and has a "Safe" status, 

while languages such as Biak, Serui, Yapen, Numfor, and Moskona are experiencing a decline in the number of speakers, 

especially among the younger generation, and are facing the threat of extinction. Local languages in Bintuni Bay play an 

important role in maintaining cultural identity, as a symbol of cultural strength, and a link with ancestors. Through in-depth 

interviews with local communities, it was found that local languages not only function as a means of communication, but also as a 

means to convey cultural values and traditions in traditional ceremonies. However, a number of factors influence the use of local 

languages, including the influence of Indonesian language education, mass media, and globalization which introduces Indonesian 

and foreign languages as dominant languages in everyday life. Socio-economic changes, as well as migration and community 

movement, have also accelerated language shifts. This study emphasizes the importance of preserving local languages to maintain 

the continuity of the culture and identity of the Bintuni Bay community. The recommendations proposed include strengthening 

local language preservation policies, increasing the role of the younger generation in learning and using local languages, and 

raising public awareness of the importance of language as a cultural heritage that must be preserved. 
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1. Introduction 

West Papua, especially the Bintuni Bay area, is an area known for its cultural richness and linguistic diversity. In 

the context of linguistic diversity, Bintuni Bay has its own appeal because it is home to various ethnic groups, each of 

which has its own unique language and dialect. This makes this area a potential center for linguistic studies in 

Indonesia (Gaffney et al., 2024). 

The linguistic diversity in Bintuni Bay reflects a rich and complex cultural identity. The languages used by the 

people in this area not only function as a means of communication, but also as a cultural heritage that contains local 

values, traditions, and ancestral knowledge. Unfortunately, like many other areas in Indonesia, local languages in 

Bintuni Bay are facing the threat of extinction due to various factors, including globalization, urbanization, and the 

shift of the younger generation to dominant languages such as Indonesian (Jan et al., 2024; Huszka et al., 2024). 

The study of languages in Bintuni Bay is very important considering its role in preserving local culture. Local 

languages not only function as a medium of communication, but also as a means of expressing the collective identity 

of the local community (Hannaford & Alexander, 2024). Each language contains unique vocabulary, grammar, and 

structures that reflect the way the community views the world around it. In this context, linguistic research in Bintuni 

Bay can provide in-depth insights into the relationship between language, culture, and society (Akintayo et al., 2024). 

Previous studies have shown that Papua is one of the regions with the highest levels of linguistic diversity in the 

world. However, many local languages in Papua, including in Bintuni Bay, have not been well documented. This 

results in a lack of adequate data to understand the structure, function, and distribution of these languages. This 

situation is a challenge as well as an opportunity for researchers to dig deeper into the linguistic richness in this 

regionc (Awal, 2024; Hutson et al., 2024). 

In addition, social dynamics in Bintuni Bay also affect local language usage patterns. The process of modernization 

and interaction with outside cultures often encourage people to use the national language or foreign languages more 

often, which can ultimately reduce the use of regional languages (Adizovna, 2024). This condition requires a holistic 
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approach to maintain a balance between preserving local languages and the community's need for openness to the 

outside world (Mittal et al., 2024). 

The main objective of this study is to explore the linguistic diversity in Bintuni Bay, including its geographical 

distribution, linguistic structure, and social function. This study also aims to identify challenges faced in preserving 

local languages and to develop strategic recommendations to protect these languages from extinction (Ejjebli, 2024; 

Amrina et al., 2024). 

Through this study, it is expected to find a relationship between socio-cultural conditions and the sustainability of 

local languages in Teluk Bintuni. This study also aims to contribute to efforts to preserve regional languages in 

Indonesia, especially in the West Papua region, as part of the world's invaluable cultural heritage. 

2. Methods 

This study uses a multidisciplinary approach that combines linguistics, anthropology, and sociology to explore 

more deeply the diversity of languages in Teluk Bintuni. This approach aims to provide a comprehensive picture of 

the condition of local languages, the factors that influence their use, and the challenges faced in preserving them. This 

research will be conducted through the following stages: 

(1) Linguistic Approach 

The linguistic approach in this study will be carried out by mapping the languages used by the Teluk Bintuni 

community. In this stage, researchers will identify and document local languages through direct observation, 

interviews with native speakers, and recordings of conversations in various communities. This mapping process 

will provide an overview of language diversity, including endangered languages. Furthermore, linguistic analysis 

will cover the phonology, morphology, and syntax aspects of each language. Phonological analysis aims to map 

the sound systems in these languages, while morphological analysis will focus on word structure and word 

formation. Syntactic analysis, on the other hand, will explore the sentence structure used in everyday 

communication. In addition, this study will also explore the vocabulary and idiomatic expressions that not only 

reflect the way people speak, but also provide insight into the worldview and local knowledge stored in their 

language. 

(2) Anthropological Approach 

An anthropological approach will be used to understand the role of language in the social and cultural context 

of the Teluk Bintuni community. Through in-depth interviews and participant observation, researchers will 

interact directly with the community to obtain information on how language is used in various contexts of life, 

both in daily activities and in cultural rituals. Researchers will also conduct case studies on several different 

ethnic communities to explore how language plays a role in shaping their cultural identity. For example, language 

can be a tool to maintain ancestral traditions and knowledge, or a symbol of social status and power in society. 

Direct observation of social interactions and the use of language in traditional events will provide a deeper picture 

of the relationship between language and culture in Teluk Bintuni, as well as how language reflects the values, 

norms, and beliefs that exist in society. 

(3) Sociological Approach 

The sociological approach in this study will focus on social factors that influence the use of local languages 

amidst the dynamics of globalization and urbanization. To that end, researchers will conduct a survey to 

determine patterns of language use in various social settings, such as at home, school, workplace, and in social 

interactions in public spaces. This survey will involve people of various ages and social backgrounds to 

understand how language is used by the younger generation, as well as their attitudes towards preserving regional 

languages. One of the main focuses is to identify whether the younger generation is more likely to use the national 

language or a foreign language in everyday communication, and what the driving factors are, such as educational 

developments, the role of the media, or the influence of the social environment. In addition, this study will also 

analyze the impact of globalization and urbanization on the sustainability of local languages. The process of 

modernization, such as the increasing use of Indonesian in education and work, as well as interaction with outside 

cultures, often leads to a decline in the use of regional languages. Therefore, it is important to explore how these 

factors interact and influence language choices in the daily lives of the Teluk Bintuni community. 

3. Results and Discussion 

3.1. Language Diversity in Bintuni Bay 

The results of language mapping conducted during this study indicate that Bintuni Bay has a very rich language 

diversity. Based on data collected through observation, interviews with native speakers, and conversation recordings, 

there are around 7 languages used by various ethnic communities in this area. Of all the languages found, some are 

still widely used, while others show signs of decreasing in the number of speakers, especially among the younger 
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generation. Table 1 shows the distribution of languages in Bintuni Bay, along with the number of speakers and their 

survival status. 

Table 1: Distribution of languages in Bintuni Bay 

No Language Name Number of Speakers Status Description 

1 Muna Language 12,000 Safe 
Used by the majority 

community 

2 Biak Language 8,000 Threatened 
Usage is declining among the 

younger generation 

3 Serui Language 5,500 Threatened Displaced by Indonesian 

4 Yapen Language 3,000 
Very 

Threatened 
Used only by older groups 

5 Waropen Language 7,000 Safe Used in traditional ceremonies 

6 Numfor Language 4,500 Threatened Limited to small communities 

7 Moskona Language 6,000 Threatened 

Usage is declining, especially 
among the younger generation, 

but still used in traditional 
ceremonies 

Table 1 shows the distribution of languages spoken in Bintuni Bay, along with the number of speakers and their 

survival status. From the available data, it can be seen that the Muna language has the largest number of speakers with 

a status of "Safe," meaning that this language is still widely used by the majority of the community. Meanwhile, other 

languages such as Biak, Serui, Yapen, Numfor, and Moskona are experiencing a decline in use, especially among the 

younger generation, indicating a threat to their survival. These languages are endangered or critically endangered, 

indicating the importance of efforts to preserve local languages so that they do not disappear over time. Some 

languages, such as Waropen and Moskona, although endangered, are still used in traditional ceremonies, indicating 

the cultural value contained in them. 

3.2. The role of language in cultural identity 

Through in-depth interviews with local communities, it was found that language plays an important role in 

maintaining cultural identity in Bintuni Bay. Local communities believe that local languages are not only a means of 

communication, but also a symbol of cultural strength and a link with their ancestors. In interviews with traditional 

leaders, many emphasized that language is an inseparable part of the traditions and traditional ceremonies they 

practice. For example, in traditional ceremonies that are still carried out in various villages, local languages are used 

to convey prayers, folk tales, and other cultural symbols. Although the use of this language is increasingly limited 

among older people, some groups are still trying to preserve it, especially in the context of traditional events. Table 2 

below shows the community's perception of the importance of local languages to maintain their cultural identity. 

Table 2: Results of community perceptions of the importance of local languages 

No Questions Importance Ranking (1-5) 

1 
How important are regional languages in maintaining 

cultural identity? 
5 

2 
Are regional languages still used in traditional 

ceremonies? 
4 

3 
How often do you speak your regional language at 

home? 
3 

4 
Are the younger generation interested in learning 

regional languages? 
2 

Table 2 shows the results of community perceptions about the importance of local languages in maintaining their 

cultural identity. Based on the results of in-depth interviews, local languages have a very important role in 

maintaining relationships with ancestral cultures and strengthening community identity. From the data obtained, it can 

be seen that the majority of people consider local languages to be very important in maintaining cultural identity, with 

a ranking of 5 in the first question. This shows that local languages are considered a vital element that defines who 

they are as a community. Although local languages are still used in traditional ceremonies (ranking 4 in the second 

question), the use of these languages is increasingly limited, especially among the younger generation, as reflected in 

the ranking of 2 for the fourth question. This shows that there are challenges in maintaining the interest of the younger 

generation in learning and using local languages. However, despite the decline, local languages are still quite often 
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used in interactions at home (ranking 3 in the third question), especially among the older generation. Despite the 

threats to the preservation of local languages, the Bintuni Bay community still realizes the importance of these 

languages in maintaining their identity and cultural continuity. 

3.3. Factors influencing the use of local languages 

The results of the survey showed that the use of local languages in Teluk Bintuni is influenced by a number of 

social and cultural factors. One of the main factors is modernization and the development of education, which 

encourages the younger generation to prioritize Indonesian as the main language of communication. In addition, the 

influence of mass media and popular culture has also accelerated the shift in language, where Indonesian or even 

foreign languages are often used in everyday communication. 

Surveys on the use of local languages at home, school, and work reveal that the use of local languages is 

decreasing. The younger generation, especially those who go to school outside the region or who work in big cities, 

tend to use Indonesian or foreign languages more often than their local language. This makes it increasingly difficult 

to preserve local languages, because the use of these languages is limited to smaller and more closed environments. 

The influence of various factors on the use of local languages can be seen in Table 3. 

Table 3: Factors affecting the use of local languages 

No Factors Influencing Language Use Influence Rank (1-5) 

1 Indonesian Language Education and Learning 4 

2 
The Influence of Mass Media and Popular 

Culture 
4 

3 Social and Economic Change 3 

4 Migration and Community Movement 4 

Table 3 shows the factors influencing the use of local languages in Teluk Bintuni. Based on the survey results, 

there are several social and cultural factors that play a significant role in the change in the use of local languages in 

the area. One of the main factors is Indonesian language education, which is ranked 4 in the table, indicating that 

formal education that emphasizes the use of Indonesian has encouraged the younger generation to prioritize 

Indonesian as the main language in communication. This further strengthens the position of Indonesian as the 

dominant language in everyday life. 

The influence of mass media and popular culture also has a major impact, with a rank of 4, indicating that 

television, film, music, and social media play a role in introducing and strengthening the use of Indonesian and 

foreign languages. With the presence of global media, Indonesian is becoming more exposed, while local languages 

are increasingly marginalized. 

Social and economic changes (ranked 3) also contribute to the decline in the use of local languages, as changes in 

lifestyle and increased social mobility encourage people to adopt more universal languages, such as Indonesian. In 

addition, migration and community movement (ranked 4) affect language patterns, as many people who move to big 

cities or other areas tend to abandon the use of their local languages, preferring Indonesian or even foreign languages 

in interacting. These factors show that although local languages have important cultural values, the major challenge to 

maintaining them lies in the influence of Indonesian, globalization, and social changes that occur. 

4. Conclussion 

This study shows that Bintuni Bay, with its rich linguistic diversity, faces major challenges in maintaining its local 

languages. Based on findings from language mapping, the area has seven languages spoken by various ethnic 

communities. Most of these languages are still widely used, such as the Muna language, but there are also languages 

that are facing the threat of extinction, especially among the younger generation, such as the Biak, Serui, and 

Moskona languages. The decline in the number of speakers requires serious attention in efforts to preserve these 

languages. 

Local languages in Bintuni Bay play an important role in maintaining the cultural identity of the local community. 

The community believes that language is not only a means of communication, but also a symbol of cultural strength 

and ties with ancestors. However, the use of local languages is increasingly limited to older age groups and in the 

context of traditional ceremonies. The results of a community perception survey show that local languages are very 

important for maintaining cultural identity, but there is a decline in interest from the younger generation in learning 

and using these languages. 

Factors influencing the use of local languages in Bintuni Bay are closely related to modernization, Indonesian 

language education, the influence of mass media, and globalization. Bahasa Indonesia, used in education and daily 
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life, is increasingly replacing regional languages, especially among the younger generation who go to big cities to 

study or work. Social, economic, and migratory factors also contribute to the decline in the use of local languages, 

making these languages increasingly marginalized. This study highlights the importance of preserving local languages 

as part of an invaluable cultural heritage, despite the major challenges posed by globalization and modernization. 

Therefore, greater efforts are needed to preserve local languages, both through education, cultural preservation 

policies, and increasing public awareness of the importance of the role of language in maintaining their cultural 

identity. 
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